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Art Unit: 3671 

DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Objections 

1 . Claims 2-5 and 7-9 are objected to because of the following informalities: must 
say 'The planting machine" not "A planting machine" to refer back to the respective 
independent claims. Appropriate correction is required. 

2. Claim 7 is objected to because of the following informalities: "further comprising 
a from, wherein ..." is not understood. Examiner is treating this as a typographical error 
and that applicant meant to say "further comprising a frame, wherein...". Appropriate 
correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

4. Claims 1 and 2 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Kolk 
et al. [US3,872,805]. 

With respect to claim 1, Kolk '805 discloses a planting machine for planting 
seedlings into soil in a regular and uniform sequence, comprising: 

• A frame (43,44,45) 

• A plant delivering unit comprising: 
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o A means 131 for conveying seedlings from point of manual insertion 

123 to placement in sequence in soil 84 
o A means (94, 95) to open and maintain a furrow in soil 
o A means (67,68) to close furrow after deliver of seedling 
o A rotatable drum 131, compartments on outmost surface 140, 
compartments being outwardly open 
• An upright conduit means 84 for acceptance and guidance of seedlings 
released from drum to furrow opening means 

With respect to claim 2, said rotatable drum has a central shaft (Figure 2) 
allowing for rotation about lengthwise axis, comprising compartments 140 between 
adjacent plates mounted for rotation on outer surface of said drum (Figure 6). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Claims 3,6-11 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Kolk '805 as applied to claim 1 above, and further in view of Williames [US 6,327,986 
B1]. 
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Kolk '805 discloses the planting machine as shown above. 

However, Kolk '805 does not disclose the use of an air jet to propel the seedling 
out of the conduit means. 

Williames '986 discloses a similar planter machine which utilizes an air jet (28, 
Figure 4) for keeping the delivery of seedlings more uniform and predictable. Regarding 
claims 3 and 6, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to modify the seeding machine of Kolk '805 to include the air jet 
of Williames '986 to facilitate more even planting due to more accurate discharge of the 
seedling from the conduit means as taught by Williames '986. 

With respect to claim 7, Kolk '805 discloses a frame (43,44,45) and mounting the 
plant delivering unit (disclosed above) to said frame. 

With respect to claim 8, said frame is suitable for being pulled behind a tractor 
(Col. 3, lines 44-45). 

With respect to claim 9, Kolk '805 discloses a traction wheel (30,31) mounted to 
frame and being interconnected with said plant delivering unit to drive plant delivering 
unit (Col. 3, lines 65-68). 
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With respect to claim 10, the combination of Kolk '805 and Williames '986 
disclose the method as disclosed above, it will be mentioned here for clarification: 
o Inserting seedlings into a rotatable drum 
o Conveying the seedlings to a point of release 
o Releasing the seedlings at the point of release for planting 
o Facilitating release of the seedlings at the point of release by a jet. 

With respect to claim 1 1 , Williames '986 discloses a jet which is air from a nozzle 28. 

7. Claim 4 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over the 
combination of Kolk '805 and Williames '986 as applied to claim 3 above, and further in 
view of Bouldin et al [US 5,860,372]. 

The combination of Kolk '805 and Williames '986 discloses a planting machine as 
shown in paragraph 6 above. 

However, the combination does not disclose a manually adjustable seedling 
release point. 

Bouldin '372 discloses it is advantageous to be able to reposition the air jet to 
accommodate various sizes of seedlings as depicted in Figures 6A,6B. It would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify the planting machine of the 
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combination to allow for adjusting the point of seedling because it allows for adaptability 
to varying sizes of seedlings release as taught by Bouldin '372. 

8. Claim 5 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Kolk '805 
as applied to claim 1 above, and further in view of Bouldin '372. 

Kolk '805 discloses a planting machine as shown in paragraph 4 above. 

However, the combination does not disclose having at least a portion of one side 
of rectangular conduit being open and unrestrictive to the flow of particles. 

Bouldin '372 discloses it is advantageous to have at least a portion of one side of 
rectangular conduit 107 be open and unrestrictive to the flow of particles because it 
allows for planting of varying size of seedlings. It would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify the planting 
machine of the combination to have at least a portion of one side be open so as to allow 
for versatility in which types of plants the machine can plant as taught by Bouldin '372. 

9. Claim 12 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over the 
combination of Kolk '805 and Williames '986 as applied to claim 10 above, and further in 
view of Cochran [US 3,379,147]. 



The combination discloses a planting machine as shown in paragraph 6 above. 
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However, the combination does not disclose the use of a rotatable drum 
conveying the seedlings to the point of release. 

Cochran '147 discloses a similar planter which utilizes a planting wheel or 
rotatable drum to regulate the amount of desired plant per unit area (Figure 4, Col.1 , 
lines 61-64). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the combination to utilize a rotatable drum as taught by 
Cochran '147 to convey the seedlings to the point of release because it would more 
effectively regulate the distribution of the seedlings over the ground. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Julianne M. Cozad whose telephone number is 571- 
272-6946. The examiner can normally be reached on 8-4:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Thomas B. Will can be reached on 571-272-6998. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



JMC 

12/1/2005 




/THOgrAS B. WILL 
Supervisory Patent Examiner 
Group 3600 



